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THE DISCOVERY OF THE PRESENT AGE. 


THOSE who have narrowly watched the events of the present 
day, can scarcely fail of being surprised at the almost numberless 
variety of inventions, discoveries, and improvements by which our 
age is so peculiarly distinguished. In almost every department of 
the arts and sciences, the energies of all countries seem to be active- 
ly called forth, and to promise a luminous page in the annals of the 
future historian. The poets of our times are scattering their Par- 
nassian flowerets in the wildest profusion :—novel writers have 
thrown epen the flood-gates of fiction, and, by innumerable streams, 
are deluging the world. The journals of Law and Medicine are 
pouring light upon their departments, and reducing to system the 
intricacies of law, and the still more complicated parts of the human 
system. Reviews are so very common, that an author must be con- 
temptibly insignificant indeed not to receive either praise or censure. 
The journals of the Arts and Sciences are receiving a new and 
important character by the accuracy of their investigations; and 
even guch humble magazines as the Pi/grim are strewed around on 
every side, with an abundance so magnificent as almost to create 
astonishment. We view all these as so many sources of light, which 
are to be multiplied and poured upon the world in still broader 
streams, ere the darkness in which it is enveloped shall be dispelled. 

But we have not yet mentioned the grand discovery which 
characterizes the present day, and to which we now wish to call the 
attention of our readers—the discovery how to do good. We are 
not so uncharitadle as to suppose that christians in all ages of the 
church, even the darkest, have not in a degree felt the value of the 
soul, and in the same proportion wished to do good to others. 
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2Y2 The Discovery of the Present Age. 


Christians of other times, often manifested great zeal, great self- 
denial, great perseverance; and yet the greater part of the world, 
for more than eighteen centuries, have been quietly left to sleep in 
paganism. Could zeal have delivered a world from the thraldom 
of sin, ours would have been emancipated by the milliens whose 
bones have whitened the plains of the east, and exhausted the blood 
of Europe to regain possession of the holy city. Could self-denial 
have eitected it, the Gospel would have been spread on every shore, 
by means of the monasteries and pilgrimages by which so many 
have committed suicide. Here was zeal, but it was under the di- 
rection of an erring judgment. The armies of the prince of dark- 
ness could not be vanquished by carnal weapons. Here was self 
denial; but a world of wanderers was not to be recalled by 
unmeaning and useless ceremonies, however mortifying. Nor were 
charities wanting. The liberality of christians of other times is 
amply proved by the abbeys, the nunneries, and the cathedrals 
which now exist. But the great desideratum of doing good was not 
yet discovered. This discovery is that of the combined efforts ot 
christians. The individual who gave fortunes for the support of 
monasteries, or he who often counted seven thousand beggars at his 
gates, before breakfast, was wholly unacquainted with the enlight- 
ened benevolence of our day. If we now marshal armies, thei 
arms are only alms and prayers. Instead of permitting individuals 
to waste their strength upon attempting to grasp unattainable 
objects, and spending their lives in solitary struggles, the church 
now brings her whole power into happy and effective concert. The 
wealthy and powerful individual does no longer attempt to put forth 
his single hand, and by his solitary efforts stem the torrents of vice, 
of sin, and wretchedness which are desolating our world; but he 
unites his endeavours with kindred hearts and sister spirits which 
are glowing all around him. And the thought is pleasing, that 
while the united prayers of christendom are rising as from a com- 
mon altar, every village, and family, and individual may send out 
streams of kindness, which will mingle and spread and fertilize 

every corner which mourns the desolations of sin. 

Not only has the discovery been made that we must unite our 
strength and exertions, but also that a// have an opportunity of doing 
their part. Formerly, it was supposed that none but the wealthy 
could be charitable to any purpose. But this notion has been 
banished by experience. The benevolence of our times scorns not 
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vo receive the boon of the most obscure donor. ‘The man of wealth 
who is charioted in splendour, and the peasant who occupies his 
own contented cottage, may alike give gs they are able, and each 
reflect that his charities make a part of that stream which is con- 
veying the legacy of heaven to every nation. Nay, the fisherman 
who guides his little canoe on the bosom of the St. Lawrence, and 
the poor widow who dwells on the banks of, the Ohio, may each 
throw their gifts into the treasury of God, where they soon meet 
and mingle, even as the prayers of the donors meet before the throne 
of the Eternal. 

Cold, indeed, must be the heart which can contemplate all these 
facilities of doing good, and yet take no share in the great work. 
Worse than useless must be the hand which would grasp a world of 
riches and yet never raise a finger for others. Weak the faith that 
dares not lend the perishable riches to God—feeble the hopes & 
eternal joys, that can prompt to laying up no treasures above— 
contracted the feclings and the love which can permit the soul te 
withdraw from enterprises of benevolence and to lavish its all upon 
this life. 

With the increased light in point of duty, and the increased va- 
riety of means by which we can be useful to our fellow-men, we 
look upon the parsimonious christian as an object of deep pity. 
Although such a spirit is so diametrically opposed to the spirit of 
Christ, that an avaricious christian would seem to be almost a pa- 
radox, yet there are those who entertain hopes of heaven, and ii 
may be exalted hopes, whose only real enjoyment seems to be, like 
Judas, to carry the bag and finger its contents. If such will go by 
the name of Christians, let them remember, that the world has no 
charity for them, and though they may be loud in professions, yet 
they possess so little of the Spirit of Christ that they may almost be 
certain “ they are none of his,” 7 
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“He comes! he comes !—JIn every breeze the Power 
Of Philosophic Melancholy comes !”” 


IN Autumn, when the freshness is fast fading from the face of 
nature, and the wrinkles of old age are deepening upon its brow, 
the bosom of man also, yielding to the influence of its wonted sym- 
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204 Solitary Hours. 


pathies, imbibes the general sentiment of the hour. What heart, 
that has ever been buoyant with the gay inspirations of Spring, and 
the less volatile joys of Summer, can withhold the responsive tri- 
bute of its own sadness, now, when decay sweeps over the devoted 
landscape, when the brown leaf is seen here and there eddying 
down the sluggish breeze, and when the birds that remain seem to 
carol their requiem to the departed beauty of the seasons? These 
appearances of natural dissolution cast a pensive air over the sallies 
of the soul, and for many an hour brood darkly on its finer sources 
of sensibility. There is something in this gradual, yet inevitable 
decay of external things, repulsive to the aspirings of the mind, 
which, by the contemplative spirit of the season, is wont to be lifted 
into its own region of immortality, where all is flourishing and per- 
petual. And this sad influence is heightened both by the power of 
involuntary sympathy, and by natural association, which awakens, 
with a Meibins. prns sigh, so many ungrateful recollections of our 
own temporal vicissitude. 

There is an autumn in human affairs. Through gay and spright- 
ly spring, splendid and busy summer, to the sober fall, lies the 
course of this life’s successive scenes. In so short a period have 
the seasons of the year passed by, that we yet retain some lively 
impressions of them all. Scarcely has the sweet fragrance of the 
vernal blossom wasted upon the sense, or the golden beams, reflect- 
ed from the billows of the waving harvest, ceased to flicker on the 
eye, when October, with his sickly breath, comes as the harbinger 
of desolation to this animated scene. So like the earthly career of 
many a one whom we have known, is this brief succession of bloom 
and blasting, that it seems almost a farce, in mockery of their fate. 

Such was Emilius:—Born to respectable and wealthy parents, 
his infancy was passed in the lap of indulgence, cherished by the 
caresses of a tenderness, whose exercise knew no check from the 
embarrassments of adversity. In childhood he shared in the same 
kind solicitude, while the sweetness of his temper and the brilliant 
flashes of his opening mind united to throw a thousand endear- 
ments around his person, and to encircle his path with a halo of fu- 
ture promise. Nor was this a morning soon to be overcast by the 
cold damps of disappointment, and the sullenness of misanthropy. 
From his ancestors he inherited his lot among the excitements of 
commercial life, where his dearest interests were not dependent on 
the caprice of others, and where he needed only enterprize and per- 
severance, to enable him to gain the objects of his ambition. He 
was not therefore exposed to the perils of many a youthful devotee 
to more refined pursuits, who feeds on the popular breath, that often 
bears a contagion to stifle the early aspirations of genius. He rose 
from youth to manhood like the purple dawn to a day cloudless and 
serene. Yet how can we say serene ?—for he had no religion. And 
is there any thing but the voice of God that can calm the tempestu- 
ous sea of life > Can any thing but the grace, which raises us above 
the world, secure us from its vanity and vexation of spirit? No. 
But to those who have never beheld things in the light of eternity, 
nor learned, by looking at their nature, to estimate them as they are. 
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this world may for a time seem to be an abiding portion; and its 
toils and trials may be cheerfully sustained, through the deceitful 
persuasion that they are the price of a substantial good. Emilius, by 
his amiable and conciliating deportment, had captivated the esteem 
of those around him, and by his enterprizing and judicious conduct 
he had gained the confidence he deserved ; so that he early began to 
feel a complacency in his own character, attended also by the se- 
cret satisfaction which springs from sustaining some important res- 
ponsibilities in society. From this, and many similar examples, we 
are constrained to admit, that, while men can be so intoxicated by 
flattery as to substitute the good opinion of their fellow men for the 
approbation of God, and so blinded by lust and ambition as to mis- 
take the wealth and honours of this world for an imperishable pos- 
session, there may be even a transient peace to the wicked. 

So passed the life of our friend. The present hour was always 
bright with him, and no fearful apprehension for the future ever 
planted a thorn on his pillow. He had received mental cultivation 
enough to enable him to transact business with accuracy, and not so 
much as to afford him any mortifying convictions of his comparative 
ignorance. His regard for morality and religion. was sufficient to 
ensure the loose respect of the circle in which he moved, while it 
was not sufficient to molest his love for worldy gratification, nor 
to raise any suspicions of his false security in sin. 

He took to his bosom, from a wealthy and fashionable family, a 
female who was fitted to be the partner of his religious stupidity, 
and supreme devotion to the interests and pleasures of the world. 
Around him rose a numerous family, which served still more to 
rivet his thoughts and affections to things below, and to satisfy him 
with the temporal gifts of Providence. But why should I detail the 
incidents of a career so uniform, and in the light we are now view- 
ing it, so empty and insipid? He was in the full meridian of his 
days; the flush of health was on his cheek, and the music of plea- 
sure was quivering in his ear; his horn of plenty was overflowing, 
and his soul felt its fullest emotions, when suddenly he cied,—and 
there were no bands in his death. And now that he is gone, as 
there was little in his conduct, while among us, to cit the 
esteem of the truly good, to awaken the gratitude of the poor, or to 
call forth the veneration of his equals, so there is little in his memo- 
ry to excite their regret that he 1s no more. 

The event is recent. ‘The mourners are poing about the streets. 
They cannot endure the thought that their friend is not in heaven ; 
while at the same time they are conscious that, if there is any truth 
in what christians say about special grace,—if these things are so, 
he had made no preparation to meet death and judgment, and pos- 
sessed a heart unqualified to relish the enjoyments which pious peo- 
ple seem to love. Alas! their hope is only another illusion, such 
as they have long been accustomed to practise upon themselves, to 
neutralize the pain of any unwelcome truth; it will be as fleeting 
as the shadows of a morning dream. “It is easier for a camel to go 
through a needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter into the king- 
dom of heaven.”? Go now to his late splendid mansion ;—for it is 
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better to visit the house of mourning than the house of feasting ;— 
thy tread, sounding upon the marble walk, has turned upon thee the 
widow’s ghastly stare, from the only lattice through which the soli- 
tude without is permitted to commune with the solitude within :— 
One little orphan is in the garden, who runs to the desolate piazza, 
almost as timorous as the hare surprised in the forest, and with al- 
most as little noise, save the whistle of the bleak wind as it brushes 
her dishevelled hair. The hoary shade trees stand like so many em- 
blems of pride abased, while their summer foliage, seared and fal- 
len, is blown in tufts about the pale green avenue. The viewless 
spirit of autumn, wooed by the mourner’s sadness, and the deser- 
tion that attends the sudden reverse of prosperity, seems to have 
enshrined itself amidst the gloom that haunts these relicks of afflu- 
ence and pleasure. It appears to delight in marring the fair scenes 
of nature, as death in destroying the proudest confidence of man ; 
and in flinging over the landscape’s wreck the same cheerlessness 
that ithe, on the countenances of the surviving widow and father- 
less. Even the surges of light and shade that the flying clouds cause 
to pass over the hills and vales, seem an emblem of the joys and 
sorrows of this fleeting life. Once it was not so. Once we should 
not have come within the shadow of this stately mansion ungreeted 
by the voice of hospitality and friendship. I was here when spring 
was in its bloom, and again when summer was in its maturity ; an 
then Emilius also was in the prime of his life. His plans of domes- 
tic improvement were accomplished, and all tert this beautiful 
spot was like a paradise. But the bloom of spring, the glory of sum- 
mer, and the bustle of human pageantry, are succeeded now by the 
sickly paleness of autumn, and the quiet of the grave. These came 
like consumption’s hectic flush, untimely to chase away the carmine 
hue of health from the cheek of female beauty. 

Let us go to his tomb and weep there. It is but a little distance. 
Both mansions of Emilius are to be seen at once. ‘The melancholy 
stillness of death inhabits each, and every sunbeam, reflected from 
the turret er the urn, wings to the eye it once could cheer and 
brighten, burdened with the same sad associations. 

“ Behold! these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world ;—. 
they increase in riches. When] sought to know this, it was too 
painful for me, until I went into the sanctuary of God: then un- 
derstood I their end. Surely thou didst set them in slippery pla- 
ces; thou castedst them down into destruction. How are they 
brought into desolation as in a moment !—As a dream when one a- 
waketh, so, O Lord, when thou awakest, thou shalt despise their 
image. ‘Thus my heart was grieved” — 

“I mourn, but ye woodlands I mourn not for you ; 
* * 6 * * * 


‘“‘ Nor yet for the ravage of winter I mourn ; 

** Kind Nature the embryo d5lossoms will save ;— 

* But when shall Spring v? sitthe mouldcring urn, 
**O when shall it dawn on the night of the grave !” 


Such is, the responsive harn ony of my soul, while yet I see the 
blighted leaf careering on the wind, whose plaintive wailings I hear 
in the tops of the dismantled +Ims. * 7. 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS.—No. I. 


ON THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN NATURAL AND REVEALED 
RELIGION. 


MANY, who reject the divine authority of the Bible, claim that 

they are believers in natural religion. While much has been said 
in praise of human reason, and much written in illustration of the 
truths of natural religion, we do not recollect to have seen any very 
satisfactory view of the distinction between natural and revealed 
_religion. We are not informed where the one ends and the other 
begins; nor what number of truths falls within the limits of natural 
re = nor are we told of the repugnance which the truths of na- 
tural religion exhibit to those of revealed: in a word, we are in 
darkness in regard to any distinction between natural and revealed 
religion, which renders the truths of the one any more improbable 
than the truths of the other. 

It is worthy of remark, that the opposers of Revelation are not 
agreed in respect to the truths, contained in natural religion: nor 
are they agreed in their use of the phrase. It has generally been 
used in a general and vague sense, without being defined in regard 
to its limits. We are at a loss what meaning to affix to it, when 
used in opposition to the Bible; for the obvious reason, that we 
find in the Bible all the truths which are embraced in natural reli- 

ion. There is no one truth of natural religion, which is not found 
in the Bible. And because the Bible contains more truths than are 
found in natural religion, it affords no argument against the divine 
authority of the Bible, but merely shows, that the Bible embraces 
more of the system of truth than the book of nature. 

In its literal sense, the phrase, natural religion, is that which 
belongs to mankind, in a state of nature, without any aid from reve- 
latior. It includes all the truths, which mankind in their fallen 
state, perceive and believe : but in this sense of the phrase we have 
no means of determining the truths of natural religion : for it is 
beyond doubt, that the knowledge which mankind actually have of 
God and his works, in their fallen state, was obtained originally 
from revelation. ‘The experiment which has been made by Gentile 
nations for more than six thousand years, proves that sinful men are 
not agreed in any one article of natural religion. ‘The deplorable 
decline of these nations from the knowledge and worship of the true 
God, and likewise the great disinclination which men in Christian 
nations feel to imbibing the knowledge of God, render it highly 
probable, that, had mankind immediately after the fall, been left to 
their own inclinations and the instructions of their own reason, 
without the aid of revelation, they would have lost all knowledge 
of the true God. This conclusion is likewise authorized, from the 
continued revelations, which God was pleased to make, to preserve 
in the world a knowledge of his character, and reverence for his 
authority. He selected one from the nations of the earth to be the 
depositary of these revelations ; some knowledge of which was 
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doubtless obtained among the nations of the earth from this nation. 
which served to preserve some traces of their knowledge derived 
originally from God, and gradually lost from generation to genera- 
tion, through forgetfulness of him, and disaffection to his character. 
Thus we are brought to the conclusion, that sinful men are indebt- 
ed to revelation for all the knowledge of the true God, to be found 
in the world. At the same time, it is doubtless true, that the works 
of creation afford sufficient evidence of the existence and perfec- 
tions of God, to leave all men without excuse, in denying his exis- 
tence and refusing to worship him. “ For the invisible things of 
him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being under- 
stood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and God- 
head ; so that they are without excuse.” We, who are furnished 
with the idea, that there is a God, find evidence, every where in 
the works of creation, of his existence, and are able to collect evi- 
dence in such a manner and to such a degree, as to exclude from 
eur minds all doubts concerning this great truth. It is a truth, 
which when once made known to mankind, would not easily be 
forgotten ; since few Gentile nations have been found without some 
indistinct impressions of the existence of an overruling power. But, 
it is questionable, whether, in their fallen state, mankind would 
ever have turned their attention to this subject, on account of the 
alienation of their hearts from God ; it is very questionable, whether 
they would not have continued blind to all the evidence furnished 
in the works of creation, and have lived and died in ignorance of 
this great truth. It is doubtful, whether reason, in fallen man, un- 
assisted by revelation, would ever have raised its eye to heaven, and 
enabled man to rejoice in the knowledge of God !—The same disaf- 
fection of heart to God which renders mankind unwilling to “ retain 
God in their anarn 6 after he had revealed to them his char- 
acter, would probably have influenced them to remain in total ignor- 
ance, in disregard of all the evidence furnished in his works, had 
God left them without any revelation. 

It ought never to be forgotten, that those who have written against 
revealed religion, have lived under the light of the gospel, and have 
gained that knowledge of which they boast as the attainment of their 
own reason, from revelation. Deistical and infidel authors are 
found in christian countries—they are educated under the light of 
the gospel ; and from their earliest years, in one way and another, 
they have been favoured with religious instruction : of course they 
do not give us specimens of the effects of reason, unaided by reve- 
lation ; their writings are productions of the human intellect, in- 
debted for its knowledge of God, to the revelation, he has given, 
yet employed under the influence of depraved hearts in opposition 
to that very revelation. 

We are aware, that there is a sense in which the phrase natural 
religion is sometimes used, which, in our opinion, is the proper use, 
and which is not in opposition to revelation. In this sense, it in- 
cludes those truths of the Bible, which are capable of being proved 
from the works of creation. This is the fact in relation to some 
truths of the Bible, and not in relation to others. Some truths, when 
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once revealed, or when once the attention of the mind is turned te 
them, are found to rest on evidence, furnished us in the works of 
creation : of this kind for example are the existence of God and the 
perfections of his nature, both natural and moral: while on the 
other hand the mode of his existence, and the wonders of his love 
in redemption, are subjects peculiar to revelation, in relation to 
which the works of creation furnish us with no evidence. In this 
sense of the phrase natural religion, its truths are all found in rev- 
elation, and the only distinction between them and the other truths 
of the Bible is this ; they are capable of being proved by the works 
of creation, while some other truths cannot be satisfactorily proved 
in this manner. Of course there is no opposition, or contradiction 
between the two classes of truths ; they are both contained in the 
Bible ; and they are both supported by adequate evidence. The 
difference is not such, as to furnish any argument against tke truth 
of revelation. No weapons can be taken from natural religion to 
oppose revealed religion. As formidable objections lie against the 
truths, which belong to natural religion, as against those, which are 
peculiar to revelation. We are confident that the same array of 
argument can be urged against those truths, which the opposers of 
revelation admit, as against those, which they deny. And we 
would impress on the minds of the readers of our pages, the impor- 
tance of examining this subject with attention. ‘The Bible is to us 
every thing, ifit is any thing. ‘They, who reject the Bible, have no 
guide to immortal life ;—they are in darkuess, however they may 
boast of the powers of their own reason ; for without revelation rea- 
son in fallen man is an unsafe guide. ‘The religion of the Bible 
contains all the truths of smal reiigion, in consistency with other 
truths peculiar to a revelation from God. The Bible is the book 
of books—ii is above all price : nor can it be held in too high esti- 


mation by man. 


RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 


‘THE personal appearance of Christ, in his mission on the earth, 
was widely different from the expectations of the Jews. Their 
rulers regarded him as an impostor, and denied his claims to the 
Messiahship. In their opinion he was a deceiver, hostile to their 
religion, and unworthy of their confidence. ‘The same was the 
opinion of the great body of the Jewish nation. 

The evidence, which Christ exhibited of his Messiahship, could 
not be easily misapprehended. Of course it often carried conviction 
to the understandings of his opposers, while it was rae by their 
hearts. Under the influence of deeply rooted prejudices in favour 
of a secular Messiah, and of a religion of external grandeur, and 
possessing hearts opposed to the holiness of his character, and the 
purity and sublimity of his precepts and doctrines, the J ews, as a 
nation, rejected his claims, and followed him with persecutien even 
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unto death. The malignant cry, “ crucify him, crucify him,’’ was 
an expression of the cruel hatred in their hearts, and of their fixed 
determination to put him todeath. He was condemned in compli - 
ance with their demand, and as a malefactor yielded up his life on 
the cross. 

But the Jews were not satisfied with his death. They deter 
mined to prevent his resurrection, and to render it certain to the 
view of the world, that he was an impostor. With design therefore, 
to be secure against the possibility of being imposed upon by the 
friends of Christ, their rulers came together unto Pilate, and ad- 
dressed him in the following manner :—* Sir, we remember that, 
that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, after three days, I will 
rise again. Command, therefore, that the sepulchre be made sure 
until the third day, lest his disciples come by night and steal him 
away, and say unto the people he is risen from the dead ; so the last 
error shall be worse than the first.."—The answer of Pilate was, “ Ye 
have a watch; go your way, make it as sure as you can. So they 
went and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone and setting a 
watch.” All this was done to secure the body of Christ to the 
tomb, and by that means demonstrate to the world, that he was a 
deceiver. His resurrection is related to have taken place, in op- 
position to their wishes, in accordance with his own predictions. 

The certainty of his resurrection, and its importance, will now be 
illustrated. 

The fact, that Christ arose from the dead, rests on the same evi- 
dence with any other fact contained in the sacred writings. This 
evidence is presented in the testwnony of those, who saw him alive 
after his resurrection, and in the circuinstances which attended that 
event. The latter we will examine first in order. 

The predictions of Christ, excited an expectation that he would 
rise on the third day. It was this which prompted the Jewish ru- 
fers to request his sepulchre to be defended with all possible care, 
until after the third day. This precaution rendered it impossible 
that the body should be secretly taken away by any, who might be 
disposed to palm an imposition upon the world. It was therefore 
overruled in the providence of God, to corroborate the certainty of 
his resurrection, as it prevented the propagation of its belief, provi- 
ded it were not true. 

On the third day, early in the morning, at the rising of the sun, 
three pious women, who had been disciples of Christ, having pre- 
pared their spices, came to the sepulchre to anoint the body of their 
Lerd. When lo! to their astonishment they found the sepulchre 
open, and seeing a young man sitting, clothed in a long white gar- 
ment, they were affrighted. He saith unto them, be not aftrighted, 
« Ve seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified ; he is risen, he is 
not here ; behold the place, where they laid him ; but go your way, 
iell his disciples, that he goeth before you into Galilee ; there shall 
ve see him, as he said unto you.” In addition to these circumstan- 


ces, another Evangelist informs us, that this young man clothed in 
white was an angel,—that there was an earthquake at his descent 
from heaven,—that through fear, the keepers did shake and became 
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as dead men,—that he rolled away the stone from the door of the 
sepulchre and sat upon it—and that he testified, that Christ had 
risen. These circumstances soon came to the knowledge of the 
Jewish rulers, and it is evident that they credited them, from the 
story, which they fabricated to discredit them. The sanhedrim 
was immediately called, and it was debated in public council, what 
should be done. The fact was incontrovertible, that the body of 
Jesus was gone. Concerning this, there was not the shadow of 
doubt. ‘Their object then was to pervert the belief, that he had 
risen. They had been informed of the circumstances attending his 
resurrection. ‘These they did not deny, yet they chose to conceal 
them. And what measures do they take ? Why, in the first place, 
they propose to bribe the soldiers, who were on duty, to declare a 
falsehood. They are to be hired to say, “ That they fell asleep, and 
while they slept his disciples had stolen away the body of Jesus.” 
You will recollect, reader, that this was the fabrication agreed on 
by the Jewish rulers assembled in common council. You will 
likewise recollect, that the law under which these soldiers acted 
was very strict; that it was death by the Roman law, at this time in 
force in Judea, for a soldier to be found asleep when on duty. 
Here then, you have an example of a court, bribing soldiers to as- 
sert a falsehood, which falsehood would expose them to the sever- 
est punishment, yet which they are induced to assert, from the per- 
suasion, that this very court would have influence with the governor 
in procuring their veleten from punishment: The language of the 
court is, “ We will persuade him and secure you.” What stronger 
confirmation of the truth of Christ’s resurrection can be desired 
than is furnished by these circumstances >—Who that contemplates 
them can doubt the fact, which the fabrication was designed to 
conceal ? 

We are next to examine some of the testimony in proof of his 
resurrection. 

We have in the first place the testimony of the angel, as above 
stated, who directed the pious women to inform his disciples of his 
resurrection, and promised that they should see him in Galilee 
Accordingly we find no less than eleven instances recorded of his 
being seen by some of the disciples, or their companions. He ap- 
peared to Mary and the women who were with her at the sepul- 
chre,—he appeared also to Peter,—to the two disciples going to 
Emmaus,—to James,—to the ‘ten, Thomas being absent,—to the 
eleven, he being present,—to the disciples again at the sea of Tibe- 
rias,—and to above five hundred brethren at once.-—And as the 
writer of the Acts informs us, “ he shewed himself alive after his 
passion, by many infallible proofs, being seen of the Apostles forty 
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” 
Of whom Christ himself saith, m prospect of his ascension, prom- 
ising them the gift of the spirit from on high—* Ye shall be witnes 
ses unto me, both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” And after he had said 
these things, they beheld him in his ascension to heaven. All these 
examples furnish us with the testimony of eye witnesses, who were 
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persons of unimpeachable integrity, who were possessed of compe 
tent knowledge of the person of Christ, to prevent misapprehension 
or mistake. ‘They had been his companions before his death, and 
they saw him under such circumstances after his resurrection, as 
rendered it impossible that they should be deceived. He was with 
them at intervals for the space of forty days,—he ate, drank, and 
conversed with ihem,—ne taught the reality of his existence—he 
wrought miracles, and instructed them in the principles of his re- 
ligion. They had the same kind of evidence, that he was alive 
after his passion, which they had of each others’ existence. This 
was the evidence of sense. “The fect of his resurrection, sup- 
ported by such a number of witnesses, stands upon a firm basis. 
His resurrection is explicitly tuug it in the Acts of the Apostles, 
and in various connections in the Epistles. The Apostle Paul, 
though not of the number of the ivelve, in his first Epistle to the 
Corinthians saith, “1 delivered unto you first of all, that which | 
also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures ; and ‘iat he » es buried, and that he rose again the third 
day, according to the cerpiures.” 

Such is some of the scriptural evidence of the truth of Christ’s 
resurrection. ‘The importance ef this truth will appear from seve- 
ral consideration:. 

It was necessery, io vindicaie the rectitude of his character, and 
divine commission. 

He had exnressiy declared, that he would rise from the dead. 


He had foretold the time that he should remain under the power of 


death. These dec!xrations were known both to his enemies and 
friends. As we have seen, they prompted his enemies to place a 
guard round the sepulchro until the third day. “ Their language 
was, we rememb v, that that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, 
afier three daye I will vise again.”? The repeated declarations of 
Christ had fixed his resurrection, as an event to take place on the 
third day. In these, his veracity was pledged ; on his resurrection 
it was suspended. Had he not risen, his enemies would have tri- 
umphed in their aliegations, that he was a deceiver and impostor. 
His veracity would have been impeached, and his claims to the 
Messiah would have appeared unworthy of credit. His resurrec- 
tion, as a fulfilment of his owa Ceclarations, was indispensable, both 
to the veracity of wis character, and the divinity of his mission. It 
also of importance, as a fullilment of predictions in the Jewish 
scriptures. 

Ancient Prophets were inspired to foretel his resurrection. Da- 
vid, speaking in the person of Christ saith, “ Thou wilt not leave 
my soul in hell ; neither wiit thou suffer thine holy one to see cor- 
ruption.” In his sermon on the day of Pentecost, Peter, in appli- 
cation of this prophecy to the resurrection of Christ, saith ;—* he 
seeing this before, spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul 
was not left in hell, neither did his flesh see corruption.” In the 
second Psalm, we find this prediction; “ The Lord hath said unto 
me, Thou art my son, this day have | begotten thee.”?. The apostle 
Paul, speaking of Christ, saith he was declared « to be the Son of 
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God by the resurrection from the dead ;” plainly implying, that 
the prophecy was fulfilled in his resurrection. In the predictions 
of the Jewish scriptures, the sufferings, death and resurrection of 
Christ are frequently connected, so that all these are events neces- 
sary to their fulfilment. The resurrection was rendered as certain 
as the death of Christ, and had his death taken place, and not his 
resurrection, the predictions would have been only in part fulfilled. 
After his resurrection, when instructing his disciples, he saith, 
« Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer and to rise 
from the dead on the third day.’? His resurredtion was then of 
importance in confirming the divine authority of the Jewish scrip- 
tures, and shewing that the Prophets wrote “as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” 

It was of importance in illustration of the power of Christ over 
death and the grave. 

He says, in prospect of his death, « I lay down my life, that I 
may take it again; no man taketh it from me; I have power to lay 
it down and I have power to take it again.” In another connection 
he calls himself “ the resurrection and the life.” To raise the dead 
isa divine work. Christ displayed his almighty power, before his 
passion, in raising several dead persons to life. To rise from the 
dead himself afforded a similar exhibition of power. It was an ex- 
pression of energy none other than divine. This is ascribed to 
Christ in his own resurrection—as in the following expressions, 
« After I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. Now 
when Jesus was risen, early, the first day of the week, he appeared 
first to Mary Magdelen. The Lord hath risen indeed and hath 
appeared unto Simon. When therefore he was risen from the 
dead. Now is Christ risen.” Such phraseology clearly ascribes 
to Christ the glory of his resurrection. It represents it, as the re- 
sult of his own choice and power, and not as a change in relation to 
him, as a passive subject. It affords proof, therefore, of his omnipo- 
tence and all-sufliciency. In his resurrection, he demonstrates his 
superiority to death and the grave, and exhibits to the view of the 
universe, that he is able to subdue all things unto himself, and to 
accomplish all that he hath promised. 

Again. ‘The resurrection of Christ shews the Father’s accep- 
tance of his atonement for sin, and his approbation of him in the 
office of Mediator. 

The same acts are sometinies ascribed both to the Father and the 
Son. ‘They are represented as possessed of the same power, and 
intimately joined in cperation. Saith Christ himself—*« As the 
Father raiseth up the dead and quickeneth them, even so the Son 
quickeneth whom he will ;—for as the Father hath life in himself, 
so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself.’ The resurrec- 
tion of Christ is ascribed to the Father as well as to Chirist himself. 
Peter speaking of this event saith, “ whom God hath raised up, be- 
cause it was not possible that he should be holden of death.” Again, 
“this Jesus hath God raised up ; therefore know assuredly, that God 
hath made that same Jesus, whom yé have crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” Saith Paul, « That like as Christ was raised up from the 

















{ 


—e 


aed 


AS A 


oe 


i 
: 
it 
{ 





pre 
ne wee 


TS 
7 RE ee Ee ~ 


= 


I en Ta — cpg 


Tg 





eee Se ae 


i IR a eee ae 
2 f . 





214 Resurrection of Christ. 


dead, by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life, through the faith of the operation of God, who rais- 
ed him from the dead.”” Such are some of the scriptures, in which 
his resurrection is ascribed to the Father; and which of course teach, 
that it was in accordance with the pleasure of the Father, as well as 
an act of approbation of what Christ had done, and a pledge, that his 
atonement was accepted. In this view, the resurrection is a proof, 
that the Father is well pleased with his righteousness, and will give 
hin the reward of his sufferings and death. Accordingly, in second 
Psalm, iv the prophecy in which God the Father speaks to Christ 
in reference to his resurrection, “Thou art my Son; this day have 
I begotten thee,”’ it is added, “ Ask of me, and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession.”” ‘The expression of the Father’s approbation, 
given in his resurrection, shews the prevalence of his intercession, 
as high Priest in the temple above, and his right to the mediatorial 
throne. 

Again, the resurrection of Christ affords an argument in proof of 
a general resurrection. 

The resurrection of the dead is taught to some extent in the Jew- 
ish Scriptures. ‘The belief of this truth was prevalent among the 
Jews, at the period of Christ’s ministry. It was a truth explicitly 
taught by Christ himself. “ Marvel not,” said he; “the hour is 
coming in the which all that are in the graves shall hear the voice 
of the Son of God and shall come forth ; they that have done good 
unto the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil unto the 
resurrection of damnation.” The apostle deduces an argument on 
this subject from the resurrection of Christ. It appears that some 
denied the doctrine of the resurrection : for saith the apostle, « Now 
if Christ be preached, that he rose from the dead, how say some 
among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?” ‘To refute 
this class of unbelievers, he refers directly to the resurrection of 
Christ.°°—*« If there be no resurrection of the dead, as some affirm, 
then, saith he, “is Christ not risen. And if Christ be not risen, 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith also is vain ; yea, and we 
are found false witnesses of God: because we have testified of 
God, that he raised up Christ, whom he raised not up, if so be that 
the dead rise not.” hus, on the truth of Christ’s resurrection, 
were suspended, in the view of the apostle, the truth of their 
preaching, the correctness of their testimony, and the divinity of 
the Gospel. If his resurrection were not a fact, their belief was 
vain, and their hope of life and immortality, inspired by the gospel, 
was also vain. The apostle continues to allege the fact of Christ’s 
resurrection. Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first fruits of them that slept; for since by man came death, by 
man came also the resurrection of the dead ; for as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man in his 
own order ; Christ the first fruits; afterward they that are Christ’s 
at his coming.” Such is his reasoning concerning the resurrection 
from that of Christ. In part, the argument seems to be confined 
to the resurrection of believers, and in part to be extended to that 
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of the dead universally. In another section of the same chapter, he 
vindicates the resurrection from objections, which objections he 
resolves, by shewing, that the manner of it will be according to the 
sovereign pleasure of God. Weare then to consider the resurrection 
of Christ, as evidence of the resurrection of those whom he came 
io redeem from sin and the grave, and likewise of all mankind, in 
relation to whom he acts, as mediator. This subject leads us, 

I. To form an high estimate of Christianity. 

No system of philosophy devised by the wisest heathen, revealed 
any thing, as certain beyond the grave. The highest attainment of 
the most enlightened heathen, on the subject of the soul’s immortal- 
ity, amounted merely to probability. The whole heathen world 
stood trembling in prospect of death, unable to penetrate the dark- 
ness of the grave, and unsatisfied in respect to the soul’s immortality. 
The resurrection of the dead is not to be found in any system of 
Pagan philosophy, nor in any scheme of false religion. Deism does 
not embrace it, unless in a form borrowed from revelation. This 
truth forms one of the particulars in which christianity transcends 
all false religions. With the gospel in our hands, we may commit 
our own bodies to the dust, in the certain prospect, that they will 
hereafter be restored to life ; and soul and body be reunited, whose 
reunion will be forever. We are furnished with similar hope con- 
cerning our departed friends. Life and immortality are brought to 
light in the gospel. Christ hath despoiled the grave of its power. 
and death of his dominion ! How transcendantly excellent is the 
gospel in the hopes and consolations which it inspires ! how ‘power- 
ful are its sanctions—how glorious its rewards !—Never let us be 
insensible to the value of christianity, nor dare to filch from it any 
of its glory ! If the deist sneer,—or if the infidel, with an unholy 
hand, blot from the sacred pages portions of the divine testimony ; or 
if the bold latitudinarian garble the inspired volume, let the chris- 
tian stand unshaken in his belief of the divine excellence of chris- 
tianity ; and let him adhere to this, as the polar-star to direct his 
course, on the tempestuous sea of life ! 

Il. From this subject, we learn the high destination of believers. 

In the resurrection of Christ, they may contemplate the glory of 
their own resurrection. ‘Their bodies, when restored from the do- 
minion of the grave, will be fashioned like unto his glorious body. 
The apostle, contrasting the mortal body with the resurrection body, 
saith, “ Itis sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption,—it is 
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory,—it is sown in weakness, it 
is raised in power,—it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 
body :—For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality ; so when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, then shall be brought to pass the saying, that is written ;— 
Death is swallowed up in victory ; oh death, where is thy sting! oh 
grave, where is thy victory ! Thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord, Jesus Christ!’ Such is the apostle’s sub- 
lime exclamation in prospect of the resurrection ! His holy soul was 
transported above its ordinary level, and poured forth its grateful 
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emotions in the highest strain of thanksgiving. Saith another apos- 
tle, « Beloved, it doth not yet appear what te shall be ; but we 


Kaow, thar, when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall 
sei. ss he is”? Behevers are to be conformed to Christ, both in. 
the - erfection of their souls and bodies. “Our conversation is in 
heavi » fro mm whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus, 


wiv shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his vtorious body, according to the working, whereby he is able to 
subdue ape things unto himsel f.°? Such are > the grounds of consola- 
tion for believers: they are inspired with a hope of a glorious resur- 
rection—a resurrection to life ev erlasting ; a resurrection involving 
a likeness to Christ, and introductory to his state of glory. When 
they are called to put off their mortal bodies, and to rest from their 
labours, they rest in hope: for when Christ, who is their life, shall 
appear, w! hen he shall descend in his glory and in the glory of the 
Father, to be admired in all them that believe, they will. lift up their 
heads and rejoice, beholding their redemption drawing nigh ! What 
glory does that redemption promise ! The body redeemed from the 
grave; the soul from sin; son! and body reunited, and furever blessed 
ma perfect conformity to Christ, and in the full fruition of his love ! 

ILf. This subject teaches the fearful and aggravated doom of the 
finally impenitent. 

The resurrection of Christ has confirmed the truth of his religion, 
and evinced the omnipotence of his power. Living and dying i in 
rejection of the overtures of salvation in the gospel, sinners will be 

raised from their graves to shame and everlasting contempt. The 

resurrection will serve to aggravate their doom, ‘and will enhance 
their future sufferings. Better, far better for the finally impenitent, 
were there to be no resurrection. Their bodies, the instruments of 
sin and pollution in this world, will be raised to be instruments of 
their suffering and misery in the future world. In vain will they 
cry to the rocks and mountains to fall on them! In vain will they 
pray to remain in their graves, or seek to be annihilated. When 
the sound of the last trump shall vibrate through all the regions of 
the dead, their bodies will be reanimated, and an eternal union 
effected between their souls and bodies,— —a union poignant with 
suffering—a union, fitting them to experience the full import of the 
sentence—*“ Depart ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels ! 199 T. Z. D. 


CHRISTIAN PRACTICE.—No. I. 


IT is a well known fact, that such as profess their belief in the 
Saviour, are er eatly divided in their opinions respecting the nature 
of Christian practice. They differ widely concerning the extent of 
that obedience which is required i in the gospel, and w hich will lead 
to the salvation of the soul. I apprehend that the chief cause of 
this almost infinite diversity of sentiment on this subject, among 
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such as call themselves Christians, originates from their disagree- 
ment on the nature of the divine law, which alone must be viewed 
as the unerring standard of Christian morality, through every peri- 
od of time. And although believers in Christ are not under the law 
as a covenant of works, yet this is invariably binding upon all Chris- 
tians as a rule of life. And notwithstanding the gospel requires 
faith in the Mediator, and repentance towards God, as essential to 
salvation, which exercises are not enjoined in the moral law; yet 
the gospel enforces nothing in opposition to this holy rule. This 
idea corresponds with the Eollewing declaration of Christ ; “ Think 
not that I am come to destroy the taw or the prophets: I come not 
to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily i say unto you, till heaven and 
earth pass, not one jot or tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, 
till all be fulfilled.”* And the Saviour sums up the substance of 
the decalogue in these two commandments—viz: “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with ail thy soul, and with 
all thy mind. ‘This is the first and great commaiadmen*. And the 
second is like unto it; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” 
He adds, “On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.”*t The above confirms the idea that the moral law is de- 
signed to be the perpetual standard of Christian practice, under the 
gospel dispensation. ‘The same is confirmed in the following words 
of the Apostle Paul: “Do we then make void the law through faith ? 
God forbid.—Yea, we establish the law.’’t 

It hence follows, that the standard of Christian morality is the 
divine law, which requires of believers perfection in holiness. This 
idea also corresponds with Christ’s command in his sermon on the 
mount: “ Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.”*§ Nor can this fact, that no Christian ever did 
or ever will attain to perfection in this life, in the least lessen their 
obligations to be perfect. It is a plain scripture truth, that pious 

ople are criminally guilty before God, and need renewed pardon 
for all their deviations from his holy law, either in thought, word or 
deed, and that they daily come to the throne of grace through the 
Mediator, that they may obtain pardening mercy for all their short- 
comings in duty. It is evident that the idea of their asking forgive- 
ness of God for falling short of a perfect obedience to his holy law, 
necessarily implies their obligations to keep it perfectly. Had not 
good men, when they sin, an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous, the tearful curse of God’s broken law would lie upon 
them. 

The Apostle Paul evidently kept in view perfection in holiness as 
the mark, at which he was constantly aiming, though he confes- 
ses, that he fell far short of this standard. His words are, “ Not as 
though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I 
follow after, if I may apprehend, that for which I am also appre- 
hended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have 
apprehended ; but this one thing I do, forgetting the things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those which are before, I press 


* Matt. vy. 17,18. + Chap. xxii.37-40. +Rom. iii.51. § Matt. v. 48. 
29 
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toward the mark, for the prize of my high calling in Christ Jesus.” 
He doubtless here alludes to those games or races, that were prac- 
ticed by the ancient heathen, in which the garland or prize that 
should be the reward of the victor, was set up at the end of the 
race. Paul then addresses the Hebrew church; “ Therefore, 
leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to 
perfection.’’t 

The christian course is to be a continued progress in grace. 
Thus Peter exhorts ; “ But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” He also exhorts christians 
To give all diligence, to add to their faith virtue, knowledge, tem- 
perance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, charity.” And it 
is always to be remembered, that the standard of christian practice 
must be essentially the same in every age of the world. It cannot 
be varied, with the maxims and fashions of men. As Christ is im- 
mutable, his laws must be so. “ One Lord, one faith, one baptism.”’ 
That regenerating change by the spirit of God, which makes sinners 
new creatures, and which lays a foundation for the christian tem- 
per and practice, will continue to be of the same nature essentially, 
to the end of time. The strait and narrow path of truth and holi- 
ness, which leads through the gate into the New Jerusalem, can 
never become broader. The terms of discipleship proposed by 
Christ in the gospel, which require sinful men to renounce their 
wicked courses, their ungodly lusts and self-righteous dependen- 
cies ; and to forsake their nearest relatives, their worldly posses- 
sions, and even life itself when called, for his sake, are the same in 
every christian age. The duties of self-denial, sobriety, tempe- 
rance, holy zeal in Christ’s cause, as well as watchfulness and 
fervent prayer, will always continue to be essential for the main- 
taining an acceptable obedience, and a meet preparation for the 
kingdom of heaven. Every believer in Christ is bound to improve 
his time and talents, wholly in the service of God. To walk by 
faith, not by sight, and to be pressing daily toward perfection as the 
mark. Nor is he to rest satisfied with any past attainments in 
grace. But he must persevere in “ running the race set before 
him, in fighting the good fight of faith :°’—yea, his whole life should 
be a constant journey towards heaven, until he has finished his 
course, and his Lord shall call him off from his labours, to enter 
among the spirits of just men made perfect. SENEX. 


ON THE SONSHIP OF CHRIST. 


LT has long been a sentiment of very general belief in the chris- 
lian church, that the term “ Son of God,” is expressive of the 
supreme glory and dignity of our blessed Redeemer ; and that it 
imports that divine relation to the Father, in which his highest 
character consists. The term, however, is considered by some as 


* Phil. iii. 12, 13,14. + Heb. vi. 1. + 2 Pet. iii, 18. 
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applicable to Christ in his mediatorial character only ; and that it 
is not expressive of his divine nature. It is certainly important | 
that christians understand the true impert of this glorious title. In 
order to determine which of these sentiments accords with the di- ih 
vine testimony, a candid consideration of the following passages and i | 
observations is humbly requested. | 

It appears from Matt. i. 17.—xvii. 5. John i. 54.— iii, 18.—vi. i 
69.—-ix. 35.—xi. 27. Acts viii. S7.—ix. 20. Rom. i. 4. 1 John 
iv. 15.—v. 5.—x. 15, &c. that the “ Lord from heaven,” is pre- 
sented to a lost world, as the great and glorious object of faith, in the 
character of “ the Son of God.’? When the Father bears testimony 
concerning him, it relates wholly to this character. “This is my 
beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleased, hear ye him.”” The fore- 
runner of our blessed Saviour also says, “I saw and bare record 
that this is the Sen of God.” So our Saviour himself required and 
approved the faith of perishing souls in the same truth. “ Dost 
thou believe on the Son of God ?’”? This was his highest claim in the 
ee of his opposers. On this their charge of blasphemy was 

ounded.—John x. 36. This was the good confession of his disci- 

ples which received the benediction of their divine master. “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”’—Matt. xvi.16, 17. John 
vi. 69.—xi. 27. It was also the theme of their preaching. Saul 
« preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.” 
Acts ix. 20.—2 Cor. i. 19. For the general knowledge and belief 
of this important and precious truth, the gospel of the grace of God 
is recorded in the scriptures, “ These are written that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name.”’—John xx. St. 

It is also worthy of particular observation, that in the text last 
quoted, and in other passages, salvation is connected with a spiritual 
understanding and cordial belief of this truth ; and condemnation 
with the rejection of it. “ He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life, and he that believeth not. the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth on him.”’—John iii. 36. “* Whosoever shall 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him and he 
in God.”—1 John iv. 15. “ Who is he that overcometh the world, 
but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God ?” 1 John v. 5. 
On the profession of faith in this truth the primitive christians were 
baptized. Acts vill. 37, 38. . 

Now let us seriously consider whether Jesus Christ, when he is 
exhibited to a lost world as the great object of faith, is not.exhibited 
in his highest and most glorious character ? If this is admitted, it 
must also be admitted that the phrase “ Son of God,” is expressive 
of that character. Let us also consider whether we are not requir- 
ed to believe in the divine and highest character of Jesus in order 
to be saved by him. If so, it certainly follows that the phrase under 
consideration, imports his highest character, for “ whosoever shall 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him and he ip ‘ 
God.”—1 John iv. 15. 

The first chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews illustrates this eo 
important truth. It is evidently the design of the inspired Apostle ; 
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1M in the Sonshin of Christ 


n this chapter, to set forth our adorable Redeemer in ins hirehest 
llenity ind most clorious character He represent’ him, verse ° 
is the Creator of the world. Verse 35, as the brightness of the Fa- 


her’s glory and the express image of lus person. Yerse 4, as beine 
nuch better than the angels. ‘rse G, as the ohiect of their wor 
hip. ind verse 5S. as God. ut it appears from verses 2 and 3 


hat it is: im: the character of Son, that be is the Creator of the 
vorid. and the briehtness of the 
ive of his person. i shen wus creating the world, if this brichtness 
nd express image of ‘he l“ather’s glory denote divinity, the title of 


father’s vlorv, and the express im- 


jon must denote the same. \nd whv is he so much better than 

he angcets: Se. ise ve hath ov inherttance obtained a more excet- 

ent name than ey Sut what is this excetlent name it is the 
7 - ol E . 

"son of trod. nis is evident irom verse o. ‘ For unto which 

4 theaneceis said j:e at anv time, thou art mv Son,”’ &c. sutit this 


lame 1S appiicauie ont ) uIS nuUManity, it must rather sionity that 
de “ ittle ‘ower than the: amgels ;’ and the inspired 
ipostle appears whoily ‘o have ‘ailedimhis=proof, verse 5, which 
le evidentiv consmers 42s conclusive. Andin what character, we 
nay <, were the angels commanded fo worship inm Ve should 
ertainiy suppose, in ins highest characte ut it appears from 
‘erse 6, that it was as the “ ‘Sen of Ged.”? “ When he wingeth rh 
he jirst begotten into the world, 1e@ saith, and jet iil he angels ot 
x0d worship iim.’ Particuiariv let it be remarked, that in.verse 

nest title by which our Saviour is or can be desiena- 
he title of Ged, is predicated on his divine Sonship, and 
3anplied to him in chat character. “ Unto the Son he saith, Thy 

rand ever. 

ir. Fuiler in iis essay on this subject, justly remarks, “ ‘The ¢iory 
‘gotten of the Father, and the eiory of the Word, are 
sed as convertible ierms, as being the same: but the latter is 
iiowed to denote the divine person of Cluist, anteeedent to his 
emg made flesh; the same, (heretore, must be true of the former. 
The Word was inadeilesh, and we beheld his wiory 3°’ that is, the 
rory ot the Word, “the viory as of the oniy begotten of the Father, 
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‘nee andtruth.”” Johni. 14. Johmi. 18. “ Nowan hath 
een (200 at any time; the only Degotten Son, which is in the som 
# the Father. he hath deciared jim.’ Lt wail be admutted that the 
ertect knewledge which Christ has of the Father’s. counsels, by 
hich he is qualified to be the prophet of Ins people, is proot of !us 
livine nature, but the passage shews that ie possesses this know 
edge as the “Sen of God,’ dweiling tn the bosom of the Father, 
Che efficacy ot his priesthood, is aise aseribed to lus bemg the “ Sen 


. ‘ 


t (tod. ‘We have a great ‘ugh priest, Jesus the Sen of Ged.” 
leb. iy. 14. “* The blood of Jesus Christ hus Sen cieanseth us frem 
Ul sin.” Lf then there is any divimity in his-presthoed, to give vir 


te to lis sacrifice, that divinity is. in the name of the “ Sen of 
rod.’ = =Se alse when he is exalted as King on the hely iil of Zton, 
hecdecree is declared, “ Chou art my Sen,” W« \nd when we 
we required (o be reconciled (O us-gevernment, we are Command 


dato “ huss the Sem,” Xe =e | Paredes} tis evident [rem Jenn 
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avi. 1, 2, that the power by which he reigns over all, and gives 
eternal life to his people, he possesses as the “ Son of God.” John 
iii. 16,“ For God so loved the world that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosvever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Here the Apostle exhibits to us the great 
love of the giver, by setting forth the excellence of the gift. But 
all this excellence is comprised in the phrase, “ his only begotten 
Son.”? This phrase must therefore include the highest ddgetier of 
our blessed Redeemer, or it is totally inadequate for the Apostle’s 
purpose to set forth the great love of God toward ws in “ his un- 
oo gift.” John xvi. 5. “And now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world was.”” The manifest truth in this passage is that 
the Son possessed glory with the Father before the world was, and 
consequently that these relations then subsisted. But if the term 
“ Son of God,” is not expressive of the Redeemer’s highest char- 
acter, it follows that the “Sen of God,” so far from possessing glory 
with the Father before the world was, has not yet existed two thou- 
sand years ! a 

It is remarked by the author before quoted, that “ God is fre- 
quently said to have sent his Son into the world.” John vii. 18.— 
x. 36. 1Johniv. 9,10. But this implies that he was his Son, 
antecedent to his being sent. To suppose otherwise, is no less 
absurd than supposing that when Christ is said to have sent forth 
his twelve disciples, they were not disciples, but in consequence 
of his sending them, or of some preparation pertaining to their 
mission. “ Moreover ; tosay that “ God sent his own Son in the. 
likeness of sinful flesh,”’ is equal to saying that the Son of God as- 
sumed human nature: he must therefore fits been the Son of God 
before his incarnation.””’ “ Christ is al ed the “ Son of God,” an- 
tecedent to his being “ manifested to destroy the works of the 
devil :*’ but he was manifested to destroy the works of the devil, 
by taking upon him human nature ; consequently he was the Son 
ot God antecedent to the human nature being assumed. ‘There is 
equal proof, from the phraseology of 1 John iii. 8, that he was the 
“ Son of God,” antecedent to his being “ manifested to destroy the 
works of the devil,”’ as there is from that of 1 Tim. iii. 16, that he 
was God,” antecedent to his being “ manifested in the flesh ;”’ or 
from 1 John i. 2, that “ that eternal life which was with the Father,”’ 
was such antecedent to his being “ manifested to us.” It has 
been frequently suggested, that the ground of Christ’s Sonship is 
given us in Luke i. 35, and is no other than his miraculous concep- 
tion. “ The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore, also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.” It is 
true that our Lord was miraculously conceived of the Holy Spirit, 
and that such a conception was peculiar to him; but it does not 
follow that by this he became the Son, or “ only begotten Son of 
God.” Nor does the passage in question pte any such thing. 
It may be a reason given why Christ is called the Son of God; but 
net why he isso. Christ is called the Son of God as raised from the 
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22 Practical Questions. 
‘lead, and as exalted at the right hand of God. Acts xii. 53. Rom. 
l. 4. Did he thea become the Son of God by these events ? oo is 
‘upossi ible; for Sonship is not a progressive matter. If it arose 
irom his miraculous conception, it could not tor that reason er 
from his resurrection or exaltation: and so on the other hand, i 
it arose from his resurrection, or exaltation, it could not ene 
from his miraculous conception. But if each be understood of his 
veing hereby proved, acknowledged, or as the scriptures express it, 
dec lared to be the Son of God with power, all is easy and consistent. 
But is this a subject of mere speculation ? God forbid ! In this 
name, my brethren, is concentrated all the glory of God ever viewed 
by mortal minds. in this name centers all our hope and peace and 
joy. It is this dear name that draws forth our souls io Jehovah in 
wonder, love and praise. ‘This is the name that comprises all those 
‘things the angels desire to look into.’ And it isin the knowledge, 
love aud adoration of this name that the saints shall be “ filled with 
all the fuiness of God.’ Therefore let all men “honour the Son. 
even as they honour the Father.” P. 


PRACTICAL QUESTIONS. 


Mr. Piterm™, 

ALTHOUGH the present age is eminently an “ Age of Bene 
volence,” when more is doing than at any former period since the 
days of the Apostles, to build and beautify the walls of Zion, and to 
extend the knowledge of the Saviour, and the triumphs of His king- 
dom, yet there are still many, very many, who profess themselves 
the followers of Christ, who have never awakened to a sense of the 
obligations that rest upon them, to be actively engaged, both “in 
every good word and work, and to “ minister of their substance” 
in the cause of Him who esteems the least work done to the least of 
His brethren, as done unto Himself. Many of these, rolling in 
affluence, are unmindful of Him who gave them their riches as the 
stewards of His bounty, and who will one day surely and strictly 
require an account of their stew ardship. 

There are many among these, no doubt, either deceiving or de- 
ceived, whose hearts have never been changed from the love of this 
world, its riches and honours, toa love of Christ and his cause. ‘To 
such, all appeals may be made in vain. Although numbered among 
the visible followers of the Redeemer, yet their attachment to their 
weaith corroborates the assertion of Christ, that “a rich man shall 
hardly enter into the kingdom of Heaven.” 

But as there are, undoubtedly, many true Christians, who are still 
asleep as to the duty of devoting their substance to the service of 
God, both in “distributing to the nec essity of sainis,”? and in ena- 
bling the ministers of Christ to “go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature,” it ts necessary that this duty be con- 


tinvally and forcibly set before them. I would therefore beg leave 
to offer for insertion in your magazine the followtfig queries, writ 
ten by Basil of Cesarea, an eminent saint of the fourth century, 














— 











oe 


Reply to « Thoughts on Singing.” 993 


hoping that your Christian readers will solemnly and seriously put 
the interrogatives to their own consciences, to see if he has not anti- 
cipated, and fully answered, their excuses for their parsimony, and 
settle the question, whether they are prepared to “ give an account 
of their stewardship with joy, and not with grief.” 

«“Qne says, I will give to-morrow, to excuse himself from giving 
to-day. Alas! do you know whether you shall be alive to-morrow 
in this world? Another says, I am poor, I have need enough my- 
self of all my means. Yes, you are poor, you are destitute, but it is 
of love, of benignity, of faith, and of mercy. A third, says, whom do 
1 wrong? I keep only my own. I ask you, from wliom did you re- 
ceive those riches, and whence did you bring them? Did you not 
come naked from your mother’s womb, and shall you not return 
naked to the dust? Whence did this wealth come? from chance ? 
What is this but atheism? If you confess, that you received it from 
God, why did it fall to your lot rather than to another’s ? God is not 
unrighteous in the unequal! division of property among men. Why 
are you rich, and why is this man poor? It is, that you may receive 
the reward of dispensing your goods faithfully, and that the poor 
may receive the recompense of his patience. When, therefore, you 


appropriate to yourself that wealth which belungs to many, and of 


which you are the steward, you are a robber. We know ‘not what 
necessities may happen. Can you make this apology, while you 
spend your wealth on a thousand superfluities? But I want it for 
my children. But, is it from you, that your son received life ? is it 
not from God? Ought he, then, to hinder you from obeying God’s 
commandments ? The riches that you will leave him, may be the 
occasion of his ruin. Who knows, whether he will make a good or 
a bad use of them? Will you leave them to the poor after your 
death? Wretched men, to practice no good works but with ink 
and paper! It seems, you wish you could have enjoyed your riches 
forever, and then you would have obeyed the precepts of the gospel: 
it is to death, it seems, and not to you, that the poor are indebted. 
God will not be thus mocked; that which is dead is not to be offer- 
ed to the sanctuary: offer up a living sacrifice. It is certain, that 
those who rely on Divine Providence, are like the springs which are 
not dried up by drawing from them, but send forth their waters with 
greater force. If you are poor, lend your money upon interest ta 
God, who is rich.” L. S. 


REPLY TO “ THOUGHTS ON SINGING.” 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE PILGRIM. 


Sir, 

I HAVF read a communication, in your useful vehicle of reli- 
gious instruction. respe ting unbelievers joining in the psalmody of 
the church, on the sentimenis of which I feel inclined to offer a few 
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124 Reply to « Thoughts on Singing.” 
observations. [am not disposed to enter into a dispute with the 


vriter, but merely to suggest some thonghts, which seem to have 
escaped /is notice, in treating upon this subject. I perfectly agree 
vith him, relative to the necessity of faith and holiness, in order to 
the singmg of God’s praise, in spint and in truth, or so as to meet 
the divine acceptance, in thisimportant and delightful part of public 
worship. But this, | concetve, concerns the singers individually. 
Each one who exercises the tuneful powers with which the God ot 
iature has distinguished jum, should be careful to have affections of 
heart corresponding with the solemn expressions which he utters. 
Wo be to him, if he mock God with a solemn sound, which does not 


origmate from a believing heart. He should most seriously consider, 


that, if his own heart condemn /|im, God is greater than his heart, 
and knoweth ail things. But this is the concern of the individual, 
rather than of the church or its rulers. He has the power of examin- 
ing jus heart, and of exercising right iffections in it, which they have 
not. ‘They possess some power, it is true, relative to the former, but 
tis in a very impertect degree. Lf there could be no singing ot 
praise to God, till the church could determine who would sing with 
he spirit, and with the understanding aise, itis evident that psaimo- 
iy would not be introduced into our public worsmp. But God, who 
as commanded it us a duty, does not require impossibilities. He 
nas given us rules on this subject, which are most explicit, and of 
easy application. He cails upon ail to praise Inm, and doubtless to 
sing luis praise, if endued with melodious and harmonious powers. 
[n the hundredth Psalm, we have such injunctions as these: “ Make 
i jovtui noise unto the Lord, ail ye lands—C ome betore his presence 
with singing.—Enter into jis gates with thanksgiving, and into /iis 
‘ourts with praise ; be thankful unto ium and bless lus name.’ [n 
he ninety-ninth we read, “ The Lord reigneth, let the people trem- 
e,—Let them praise thy great and terribie name, for it is hely.”’— 
\gain, in the 148th—* Praise the Lord {rom the earth: kings of the 
‘arth, and all peopie; princes and ail judges of the earth: Both 
young men, and maidens; old men, and cluldren: Let them praise 
he name of the Lord.’°—The conciuding words of the book of 
Psalms are these, “* Let every thing which hath breath praise the Lord. 
Praise ye the Lord.” The various musical instruments, which had 
wen invented, were cailed upon in the Psaims, to be used in the 
vorship of God, to assist the devotion of the saints: and why may 
hey not also use the voices of unbelievers as instruments, in this 
mportant work > Their voices, simpiy considered, are as innecent 
is material instruments; and, being the curious workmanship oi 
lao lumself, are much better caicuiated to promote the ovject : Se 
venerai are the injunctions of the Gld Testament, in which the 
system of psaimsody was established, and’ carried to iis lnghest 


yerfection ; and these requirements are no where countermanded 
in the New. On the contrary, Chirtst’s countenancing the hosan 
iah’s of the cinldren in the temple corroborates the idea, that ail, 


who are naturaily capable of it, should engage in singing God’s 
praise , as it must have Deen linpussibie lor any to have deemed, 


hat these infants were ail believers. 
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The writer, above referred to, seems to have erred, by overlook- 
ing the distine tion between special ordinances of wor ship, and those 
which are common. peep baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
may be called special, or pec culiar to professed believers. But 
hearing the word, and Poel sa in the prayers and praises of the 
sanctuary, are ordinances common to all, whose duty it is to attend 
at the house of God; for we have no command nor example in 
scripture, which exc ludes any from these exercises. Grace in the 
heart, it is allowed, is necessary to qualify persons to attend on 
these exercises to divine acceptance ; but this is.true respecting 
every thing else, which men are to perform. We cannot labour, nor 
eat, nor drink, to divine acceptance, without faith and holiness. 
But who would therefore debar unbelievers from working, or eating ? 
The prohibition stands not against the outward acts, w hich are, in 
common cases, indispensable duties ; but against the unbelief, in 
which they are often performed. There is no prohibition arainst 
any man’s externally performing every duty, which God has en- 
joined on men; but only against the unbelief, which may attend 
these performances. Exter nal duties all ought to be done, and in- 
ternal not left undone ; as our Saviour asserted, in relation to the 
Jewish tithes. Besides, who can tell but what, at the moment any 
one attempts the external part of any duty, he may have grace given 
him to perform it aright in his heart ? T he reverse of this would be 
an imitation of those, who condemn praying till the spirit moves : 
whereas praying is the great mean appointed for moving the spirit, 
or aye up devotional forms. Therefore ought men 1 always to 
pray, and perform every other command of God, and not to faint. 
It is then clear, to my understanding, that there is no scripture 
authority, for prohibiting even known unbelievers, from joining in 
singing the praises of God in his house or elsewhere. It is however 
very desirable, that not only the singers, but the whole assembly, 
should worship in spirit and in truth. This would render the 
psalmody more solemn, more heavenly, and more edifying. Espe- 
cially is it absurd to appoint openly profane and jmumoral persons, 
as is sometimes dene, to dead the choir. It is also evidently the 
duty of the church, whenever it is prac ticable, to organize a set of 
singers among themselves, to carry on this part “of worship, when by 
any means it ‘fails of being performed decently and in order, by the 
ceneral choir. 

I shall now, (I hope in the spirit of candour,) ard a few concise 
observations, relative to the writer’s answers to objections, and one 
passage of scripture, which he has introduced. The criminality 
does not consist in drawing nigh to God with the mouth, and hon- 
ouring him with the lips; but in having the heart far from him. 
Let us not, for want of proper discrir mination, condemn what God 
requires, but what he forbid. Men should be exhorted to honor 
God with their mouths and lips ; and to not neglect to bring their 
hearts with them into his w whi at alltimes Unbelievers never 
use, but always abuse, the means of grace; but God uses them to 
purpose, and by them brings men into a state of grace, by which 
they are prepared to use these means to his clory, and their own 
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‘pirttual and everlasting cood. Ail who become subiects of grace, 
we made se, by the instrumentality of the means of grace in the 
nand of God: and we have no authority to forbid, even the most 
vielots, to attend unon these appointed means. On the contrary, we 
should irse all men to attend pen hem, and to do it with incere 
iearts. Wicked men are expressiv forbidden to take God’s pame 
n vain in the streets ; but required to unite, beth visibly and cor- 
liaily, with his worshippers ; and thetr neglecting to do it in the 
atter manner, is no excuse for their neglecting to do it in the 
ormer. The third answer [| consider answered, bv the distinction 
made above, between common and special ordinances. [t is dith- 
ult to see how joming in singing vith the saints increases the sim- 
ner’s guilt, any more than joimmg with them in praver; and who 
vould dare to forbid the latter °—if the texts quoted above are to 
he point, it is not unsertptural to permit unbelievers to jom with 
velievers in ingmng God’s praise ; and dimanshing the number 0% 
rearers of the word, Dv the contrary practice, would De a fault, 
hargeabie on those, who set up an unsermptural rnie.—* God will 
iot allow us to trifle with the light of his commandments ;’’ but 
vhere has he commanded us to hinder unbelievers [rom joining in 
il parts of public and common worship Men are no where com- 
nanded not to worship (xed, though they are required (o worship 
uM in spirit and in truth. lf mens’ not having faith, iorbids them 
aking a part in the worship of (rod, then their not knowing that 
hey have it forbids the same. But this would make the worship, 0} 
believers as inconstant, as their evidence of a work of grace upon 
heir hearts is fluctuating. The church on earth should not be 
ontounded with the church in heaven ; for while the latter is ail 
rtorlous with morai purity, ‘he iormer is almost overpowered with 
sms of heart, and surrounded and intermingted with unbelievers. 
Che one is placed under the means of grace, until it is prepared for 
hat viory, which is the inailoved portion of the other. We cannot, 
heretore, in ail cases, argue from the heaveniy to the earthiy 
hurch. 

This writer’s address ‘o unbelieving singers, considered as indi- 
iduais, and designed to urge upon. them the importance of faith 
ind lioliness, in order to divine acceptance in apy duty, is pertinent 
nd seiemn. (Une text, however, | think quoted inappropriately, 
hough agreeabiy io the use | have jormeriy made ot it myself. it 
3 this; ‘ Betteris it, that thou shouldst not vow, than that thou 
shouidst vow and not pay.” Vows are voluntary acts, which should 
ve CONSIstent with, but which are not direetly required bv the divine 
aw. etore vowing, the person could not be said to be under ovil- 
sation (tO perlorm the thing vowed. sl Cvident GULY Cannot ve 
ptional as to its performance, and therefore capnoet ve the prope: 
wyect ofa vow. but when a vow |s inade respecting any thing not 
iniawfui, and optional, the periormance canuot be negiecred with- 
utsin. Theretore, saith Selomon, “ itis better net to vow,” Qe 


Of consequence, this passage will net apply to any Gully, Winich is 


y 


migra! 5 and ceneraily mnding Ml TRALRING, 2S it is concerned The 


~_ 


LULY UlUEP CONRSIGerALLON [lads VERIL Droyeu LO Ue. 





ne 





ee 



















Town of Stupidity. 


Finally, let all who have the faculty, engage in singing the praises 
of God ; and let each one do it with a believing and holy heart. 
* Be not deceived ; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” You have received this faculty 
from God ; and therefore should improve it for him, and with a sin 
gle eye tohis glory. Come then, one and all, before his presence 
with singing ; ae worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 


R. W. 


Town of Stupidity, Oct. 14, 1822. 
Mr. Pircam, 

Dear Sir,—It is about a month since [came into this place, and I 
have witnessed many things which I shall communicate to you at 
length in a short time, but being busily employed just now, I will 
only send you a short sketch of one family scene. It was a few 
mornings ago, | went to visit a man that I heard talking very unadvi- 
sedly the day previous, and as he was a professor of religion, I called 
with a view of mentioning the subject to him, and endeavouring to 
convince him of the impropriety of such conduct. It was early in 
the morning when I arrived at his house ; and he was just about to 
attend family prayer as I entered the room. I requested them not 
to be interrupted by me; so he proceeded and vad a chapter in the 
bible ; and then called, or pretended to call his family together, 
though two apprentices who were in the shop never came in, and the 
hired girl in the kitchen kept at work, and paid no more attention to 
tie reading of the scriptures than if he had been reading an Alma 
nack ; and his wife sat by the kitchen door, where she could see that 
the maid attended properly to her work, (on which subject she occa- 
sionally gave her an admonition while her husband was reading,) 
and also see to cooking the breakfast, which was in the room where 
we sat. The man requested me to pray with them ; but believing, 
as I do, that it belongs in all ordinary circumstances to the head of 
the family to offer the morning and evening sacrifices of his house, 
and as it is a great trial to my mind to pray where there is such 
confusion as there frequently is in families, (children running about, 
laughing and playing, and theie mother contending with them, and 
both together making such a noise that nothing else can be heard,) 
J excused myself. As soon as | refused, he jumped up and said, 
“let us pray.” The family assumed such positions as seemed to ac- 
commodate their feelings best. The old lady maintained the post 
of observation which she had assumed ; and whether she was able 
to add the spirit of devotion to her system of espionage, he who 
searcheth the heart knoweth. Their eldest son, a young man of 
seventeen, got up and leaned over the back of a chair* in a very un- 
comely posture, and amused himself with holding up a crust of 
bread in his hand, and making the dog jump at it. Two children, 


* See frontispicce. 
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LETTER FROM A FEMALE TO HER SISTER 
Boston, December 30, 1755, 


My Dean Stsren,—The welfare of the soul is of such vast im- 
portance, that to be careless about it argues stupidity, not to be 
paralleled ; and yet so wretchedly are we sunk by the first apos- 
tacy, 80 dark are our understandings, #9 carnal our affections, so 
stupid our consciences, 90 corrupt our whole hearts, that while we 
remain in our natural state, we are thoughtless and unconcerned 
about it; and may in this respect, as well as others, be said to be 
“dead in trespasses and sins.’ [tis true, our consciences may 
sometimes be awakened by some awful prov idence, or by some ap- 
prehension of danger, and we begin to think about God, our me 
und eternity—but alas! the danger is no sooner over than we re- 
turn to our former security ; and that, notwithstanding a multitude 
of resolutions and purposes to the contrary. Thus will every 
awakening prove ineffectual, and we thereby become more and 
more herde ned in sin, more difficult to receive impressions ; ; 
thus aggravate our guilt and ripen ourselves for distinguished pun- 
ishment. ‘This is and will be the case with a multitude of souls, 
and nothing can prevent our ruin, unless the spirit of God works 
effectually on us ; nothing less than an Almighty agent can thor- 
oughly rouse us from our native inattention. I mention these 
thoughts to shew you the importance of cherishing every serious 
impression he favours you with. Is the spirit of God now striving 
with you ? Do not for a world resist him. Remember that aw fal 
declaration of God himself, «“ My spirit shall not alw ays strive — 
man,” and let it excite you to hearken now to his voice, lest he | 
provoked by your delay to leave striving with you, and give a 
np to walk in your own counsels. Though he has been long wait- 
ing on you, and calling on you, yet if you resist him any longer, 
you know not whether he will ever give you one call more. 0 
then, dear sister, now be entreated to open your heart to him ; now 
is the accepted time ; to-morrow may be too late. Now is the only 
time you are sure of ; to-morrow your fate may be decided. Can 
you put off an allie of this moment to an hereafter, when you 
are not sure of life a day, no, not an hour ?—LLet me ask you, my 
dear sister, with all humility, how you find your case? Are you 
really convinced of the danger of a Christless state ? Do you see 
that you are at enmity with the blessed God ; that you are under 
his wrath, and exposed every moment to the execution of the sen- 
tence of his righteous law > Do you see your infinite hazard of 
perishing eternally ; and «o you find you are utterly unable to 
help yourself out of this miserable case, and that you can do nothing 
towards your salvation ? Why then don’t you apply to the only 
Saviour ? What prevents your receiving him and resting on him for 
salvation ? If you see your misery and the remedy God has provi- 
ded, why don’t you embrace it? Have you not some secret plea for 
this delay ? 5 Perhaps | you think vou are not fit, and that Christ will 
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On Prayer. 


lasting covenant with you ; will be your all-sufficient portion ; you 
will have heaven begin in you ; will feel a happiness inconceivably 
transcending all the delights of the world ; a happiness always 
growing by new discoveries, gracious manifestations, new views 
of God, more and more acquaintance with his ways, his truth, and 
gracious dealings with you ; and by all be fitted for the inheritance 
of the saints in light. ‘That this may be the happy issue of your 
wesent solicitude about salvation, and that we may be joint travel- 
ers in the ways of God here, and at last meet in his holy, happy 
kingdom above, is the sincere desire, and the most earnest and fer 
vent prayer of your most affectionate sister. 


MIRIAM MASON. 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS REMEMBRANCER. 
ON PRAVER.—Br Cuanysostrom. 


(Af the following remarks are characteristic of pious enthusiasm, 
itis an enthusiasm most desirable ; an enthusiasm, which, if more 
prevalent, would be accompanied with blessings to the world beyond 
the highest calculations of the theoretical christian. | , 

Prayer is an all-sufficient panoply ; a treasure undiminished ; 
a mine which is never exhausted ; a sky unobscured by clouds; a 
haven unruffled by the storm ; it is the root, the fountain, and the 
mother of a thousand blessings.—I speak not of the prayer which is 
cold and feeble, and devoid of energy ; 1 speak of that which is the 
child of a contrite spirit, the offspring of a soul converted, born in a 
blaze of unutterable inspiration, and winged like lightning for the 
skies. 

The potency of prayer hath subdued the strength of fire ; it hath 
bridled the rage of lions ; hushed anarchy to rest ; extinguished 
wars ; appeased the elements ; expelled demons ; burst the chains 
of death ; expanded the gates of heaven ; assuaged diseases ; repel- 
led frauds ; rescued cities from destruction ; it hath stayed the sun 
in its course, and arrested the progress of the thunderbolt ; ina 
word, it has destroyed whatever is an enemy to man. I again re- 
peat, that I speak not of the prayer engendered by the lips: but of 
that which ascends from the recesses of the heart. Assuredly, 
there is nothing more potent than prayer; yea, there is nothing 
comparable toit. A monarch vested in gorgeous habiliment, is far 
less illustrious than a kneeling supplicant, ennobled and adorned 
by communion with his God. Consider how august a privilege it 
is, when angels are present, and archangels throng around ; when 
cherubim and seraphim encircle with their blaze the throne ; that a 
mortal may approach with unrestrained confidence, and converse 
with heaven’s dread Sovereign ! O, what honour was ever confer- 
red like this! When a christian stretches forth his hands and in 
vokes his God, in that moment he leaves behind him all terrestrial 
pursuits and traverses on the wings of intellect the realms of life ;— 
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Q32 Picture of a Gambler. 


he contemplates celestial objects only, and knows not of the present 
state of things during the period of his prayer ; provided that prayer 
be breathed with fervency. Could we but pray with fervency : 
could we but pray with a soul resuscitated, a mind awakened, an 
understanding quickened, then were Satan to appear he would 
instantaneously fly ; were the gates of hell to yawn upon us, they 
would close again. 

Prayer is a haven to a shipwrecked mariner; an anchor unte 
them that are sinking in the waves ; a staff to the limbs that totter ; 
a mine of jewels to the poor, a security to the rich, a healer of dis- 
ease, and a guardian of health. Prayer at once secures the contin- 
uance of our blessings, and dissipates the cloud of our calamities. 
QO prayer! O blessed prayer! Thou art the unwearied conqueror of 
human woes ; the firm foundation of human happiness ; the source 
of ever-during joy. The man who can pray truly, though languish- 
ing in extremest indigence, is richer than all beside ; whilst the 
wretch who never bowed the knee, though proudly seated as mon- 
arch of the nations, is of all men most destitute. 

Let us then direct our thoughts to him that was poor, yet rich ; 
rich because he was poor. Let us overlook the enjoyments of the 
present, and desire the blessings of the future ; for so shall we ob- 
tain the blessings both of the present and the future. Oh! may we 
all obtain them, through the grace and beneficence of Christ our 
Lord; to whom with the Father and Holy Spirit, be ascribed all 
glory, now and for evermore ! Amen. 


PICTURE OF A GAMBLER. 


The concluding part of Dr. Nott’s address on Card-Playing. 


The finished gambler has no heart. The club with which he herds 
would meet, though the place of rendezvous were the chamber of 
the dying ; they would meet, though it were an apartment in the 
charnel house. Not even the death of kindred can affect the gam- 
bler. He would play upon his brother’s coffin; he would play 
upon his father’s sepulchre. 

Yonder see that wretch, prematurely old in infirmity, as well as 
sin. He is the father of a family. The mother of his children, 
lovely in her tears, strives with the tenderest assiduities, to restore 
his health, and with it, to restore his temperance, his love of home, 
and the long lost charms of domestic life. She pursues him with 
her kindness and her entreaties, to his haunts of vice; she reminds 
him of his children ; she tells him of their virtues ; of their sorrows ; 
of their wants ; and she adjures him, by the love of them, and by 
the love of God, to repent and return. Vain attempt! She might 
as well adjure the whirlwind ; she might as well entreat the tiger. 

The brute has no feeling left. He turns upon her in the spirit of 
the demons with which he is possessed. He curses his children, 
and her who bare them ; and as he prosecutes his game, he fills the 
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intervals with imprecations on himself, with imprecations on his 
Maker : imprecations borrowed from the dialect of devils, and 
uttered with a tone that befits only the organs of the damned! and 
yet in this monster there once dwelt the spirit of a man. He had 
talents, he had honor, he had even faith. He might have adorned 
the senate, the bar, the altar. Butalas! his was a faith that saveth 
not. The gaming table has robbed him of it, and of all things else 
that is oui possessing. What a frightful change of character ! 
What a tremendous wreck is the soul of man in ruins! Return, 
disconsolate mother, to thy dwelling, and be submissive ; thou shalt 
become a widow, and thy children A ie tl Further efforts will 
be useless—the reformation of thy partner is impossible God has 
forsaken him—nor will good angels weep or watch over him any 
fonger. 





A CATECHETICAL LECTURE. 


QUESTION. In what is the whole duty of mankind comprised : 
Answer. In two things,—being good, and doing good. Q. What 
is it to be good ? A. It is to have a good heart, a good understand- 
ing, and good habits. Q. Is nothing more implied in being good ? 
A. Nothing more. Q. What isa good heart? A. A heart which is 
pure, just, and benevolent, in all its exercises. Q. What is a good 
understanding ? A. One which has correct, clear, and extensive 
views of the character, works, and word of God ; and of the dispo- 
sitions, actions, and conditions of men. Q. What are good habits ? 
A. Such as prepare men for usefulness, happiness, and virtuous 
commendation. ‘They are the reverse of bad habits, and consist 
much in established self-denial, or the uniform mortification of sel- 
fish, contracted, and injurious dispositions. Q, Is the person who 
possesses this good heart, good understanding, and good habits in 
the highest degree possible, as good and valuable a character, as we 
can conceive of ? A. Certainly ; imagination cannot paint a better. 
Q. Then all who would be persons of real worth, should aim at pos- 
sessing and increasing these particulars? A. Yes, to the utmost of 
their power. Q. And are men of the worst hearts, the meanest and 
inost sophisticated understandings, and the worst habits, as bad men 
as exist? A. Certainly; there can be no worse. Q. What is it to 
do good ? A. It is to glorify God, and to seek to promote the happi- 
ness of mankind. Q. What is comprised in glorifying God? A. 
It comprises love to his character, delight in his felicity, obedience 
to his commands, desire for his favor, confidence in his promises, 
gratitude for his beneficence, submission to his will, and joy in his 
government of the world. Q. What is it to seek to promote 
the happiness of mankind? A. It is to seek the advancement 
of their earthly comfort, usefulness, and respectability, as far as 
we consistently can; and to use means for their instruction, 
conviction, conversion, sanctification, consolation, and everlasting 
salvation. Q. Does this being good and doing good, comprise all 
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that is required of mankind, in all stages of their earthly existence ? 
A. Yes, the whole; nothing more is or can be required, by either 
scripture or reason. Q. What would be the effect of perfect 
compliance with these two particulars of duty ? A. It would clothe 
mankind with the beauty of holiness, constituie them a most humble, 
amiable, and affectionate band of brothe?s and sisters, and afford 
them the highest happiness, both here and hereafter. Q. Do the best 
of men fall far short of the full performance of these duties ? A. 
Very far indeed. Q. Were they ever completely exemplified in 
human nature? A. Yes, in the man Chtist Jesus, when he sojourned 
on earth, to prepare and make an atoncfnent for the sins of men; for 
he ever did his Father’s will, and in no instance failed of being holy, 
harmless, undefiled, ide’ separate from sinners. ‘Thus he became a 
perfect model for all, who would be and do what their duty and hap- 
piness requires. Q. Can the defects of human obedience be cancel - 
re so as not to procure the final condemnation of the delinquents = 
They can ; by being forgiven, through faith in Christ, who is the 
pa of the law for righteousness to all, who truly and cordially 
believe inhim. Q. Is ‘not the effect of this faith then most happy ? 
A. It is, for by it men are raised from death in sin, to a life of right- 
eousness and true holiness. Q. What must be the consequence of 
not exercising this faith P.A. Most alarming ; for he that believeth 
not shall be damned, or suffer the punishment due to all his sins, 
which is nothing short of the endless displeasure of Almighty God. 


R. W. 


POETRY. 


Mr. Epiror, 

The following lines are not sent you as possessing high poetic 
merit ; they were the experimental effusion of a dear saint, witl: 
whom I was intimately acquainted about six years ago. She wrote 
them while under a mortal disease, and but a few weeks before she 
was enabled by divine grace to bid a triumphant adieu to this world, 
and to a number of very dear relations and friends. Attended with 
this history, you can judge whether they may not be edifying to 
some of your pious readers, and possibly to some one waiting for the 
king of terrors. R. W. 


My spirit and faculties fail, 

O, finish what love has begun ; 
Destroy what is sinful and frail, 
And dwell in the soul thou hast won 


Dear theme of my wonder and praise, 
1 cry, who is worthy as thou ? 
1 can only be silent and gaze, 
it is all, that is left to me now. 


O, glory ! in which IT am lost, 
Too deep for the plummet of thought, 
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Missionary Intelligence. 


On an ocean of Deity vast, 
I’m swallowed and sink into nought. 


But lost and absorbed as I am, 

I chaunt to the praise of my King, 

And though I’m o’erwhelm’d with the thought, 
Am happy, whenever I sing. 





MISSION AMONG THE CHOCTAWS. 
Letter from Mr. Kingsbury to the C. S. of the 4. B. F. M. 


OUR readers will deeply sympathize with the writer of the 
following letter, in the melancholy event, which calls him and the 
inission family to mourning. In the removal of Mrs. Kingsbury, 


beside the separation of those tender ties, which bind a mother to 
her infant children, and a wife to her affectionate husband, the cause 
of missions experiences a great bereavement. Possessed of a vigo- 
rous mind, good sense, great resolution, perseverance, cheerfulness, 
patience, faith, and enlightened zeal, the deceased was peculiarly 
qualified to be useful in the sphere, where Providence had piaced 
her. Yet, in an unexpected moment, she is mysteriously removed 
from her labours. Nothing remains but submission to the will of 
God ; knowing, that though clouds and darkness are round about 
Him, righteousness and judgment are the habitation of his throne. 


Mayhew, Sept. 27, 1822. 
My Dear Sir, 

Since I last wrote, it hath pleased our blessed Lord and 
Master to visit us with affliction. Mr. and Mrs. Jewell arrived 
here in feeble health on the 17th of August. On the 25th of the 
same month, Mr. Jewell was taken down with a bilious fever, and 
his wife with the same fever on the day following. ‘The attack was 
more severe than any they had before experienced, since their 
arrival in the country. For several days it was doubtful whether 
they would revover. But the Lord was pleased again to visit us 
with mercy, #ad to make our afilictions lighter than our fears. On 
the 3d of September they began to amend ; but, for a considerable 
- time, continued in a very low state. 

During the summer we have also had a number of sick persons 
in our family ;—some of them hired men ; others strangers, who 
were taken sick on the road and could proceed no further. It is 
always inconvenient for us, with our large family, and many cares 
and labors, to have the additional care of sick persons ; especially 
those, who do not belong to our family, and for whose accommoda- 
tion we have made no provision. But, in the above cases, we con- 
sidered that we were called, by the Providence of God, to exhibit 
the benevolence of the gospel, and to imitate him, who, while here 
on earth, went about healing the diseases, and relieving the distres 
ses of mankind. ; 
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With the exception of one or two chronic cases, the health of our 
own family continued good, until Mr. and Mrs. Jewell, and the 
other sick persons, were on the recovery. On the 6th of Septem- 
ber, Mr. Wright, who, from the time he arrived here, had been con- 
stantly employ ed in taking care of the sick, was himself attacked 
with a chill and fever. By the timely use of medicine, it pleased 
the Lord to raise him again, in a few days, to comfortable health. 
These light afilictions were designed by our heavenly Father to 
prepare us for one more severe, and which we were soon to 
experience. 

Yes, my dear Sir, the Lord has laid his hand heavily upon us all, 
and upon me in particular. My dear wife is no longer a partner 
in our labours, our sorrows, and our joys. In an unexpected hour, 
I have been bereaved of a most kind and affectionate companion ; : 
my little children of a tender mother ; and the mission of a devo- 
ted and useful member. 

Mrs. Kingsbury from her first arrival on mission ground till within 
five days of her death, enjoyed uncommonly good health. During 
the past summer, in addition to the ordinary leheaws of the mission, 
she was much occupied in attending the sick. The Monday pre- 
ceding her death, she was more than usually occupied in domestic 
labours, until late in the evening. On T uesday and Wednesday 
she was slightly indisposed, which she considered the effect of a 
cold taken on Monday evening. On Thursday she was better ; 
spent part of the afternoon in sewing ; and observed she was almost 
well. 

The disease at first assumed many of the appearances of the 
common fever of the country ; but at last proved to be an inflam- 
mation ef the bow els, and was very rapid i in its progress, termina- 
ting life on the ensuing Sabbath morning. 

She was in the perfect possession ‘of her reason to the last 
moment ; and, for the last six or eight hours, was sensible she had 
not long to live. On account of great distress and difficulty of 
respiration, she could converse but little. In view of the solemn 
and unexpecied event of death, which appeared to be rapidly ap- 
proaching, her mind was tranquil and resigned. She lamented her 
unfaithfulness : but expressed a humble hope of her acceptance 
with God, through the merits of the Saviour. I asked her if she 
regretted the sac ‘rifices she had made, in leaving her father’s house 
and the circle of her dear friends, that she might labour for Christ 
among the heathen. “ O no ;” she replied w ith emphasis, “ I only 
regret that | have done no more.” When able to converse, she 
exhorted us to be faithful to the cause, in which we were engaged, 
and to prepare to follow her. A short time before her death, “she 


took an affectionate leave of at the family, as they in succession 
came to her bed side. Her children were peculiarly dear to her ; 
and the idea of leaving them, at their tender age, in this land of 
strangers, was extremely painful. But she remembered, that God 
had promised to be their father and their friend. Though she had 
been in great distress for near forty hours before her death, yet her 
last moments were without a struggle or a groan. On the 15th 
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inst. a pleasant Sabbath morning, about half past seven o’clock, she 
was sweetly released from all the sorrows and sufferings of this 
mortal life, and I trust entered on that Sabbath of rest, which 
remaineth for the people of God. 

Language is too feeble to express my own feelings on this occa - 
sion. I would bow with submission to the divine will. The 
sovereignty of God is most strikingly displayed in this event. No 
dispensation of Providence, since our arrival in this land, has fallen 
so heavily upon us. No one has called louder for deep humility, 
and self-examination to know wherefore it is, that the Lord is dealing 
thus with us. My loss none can estimate, but those who have ex- 
perienced a similar affliction. My prayer is, that this afflicting 
dispeusation may be made a blessing not only to myself, but to the 
mission, and to this perishing people. If this bereavement should 
be made the means of uniting us more firmly in holy love, of mak- 
ing us more diligent and useful in ovr labours, of exciting us to 
greater zeal and fidelity for the salvation of sinners, Mrs. Kings- 
bury’s death may do more than she could have accomplished by a 
long and laborious life. 

I have only time to add, that we hope the committee will not be 
discouraged by these repeated and sore afflictions. We more than 
ever feel the need of additional helpers to strengthen the things 
which remain, and to occupy different places in this wide field, which 
is already white to the harvest. From different and distant parts we 
hear the daily call, Come over and help us. We now have the pecu- 
niary means, but not the persons, necessary to carry on the work. 
We are peculiarly tried on this subject. We know not what 
encouragement to give, or what arrangements to make. 

With the leave of Providence, I shall set out in a few days with 
Mr. Jewell, if he is able to travel, for the six towns, to do something 
towards making preparation for a school in that district. But the 
feeble health of him and his wife will render it necessary that they 
have help soon. 

At the close of his letter Mr. Kingsbury says, “ If we had a few 
ap assistants to go into different parts of the nation, and teach a 

ew children in each place, and give some instruction to the people, 
we think it would greatly subserve the cause.” 

In a previous letter, Mr. Kingsbury enumerates the following 
additional helpers, as peculiarly needed at the present time; viz. at 
Elliot, a blacksmith, a teacher to assist Mr. Wood in school and to 
labour with the boys, a carpenter, a shoemaker, a cook, that is, a 
strong man to labour in and about the kitchen; at Mayhew, a good 
evangelist, and one or two persons to labour with the boys when out 
of school, and at other times to labour about the house, as cir- 
cumstances may require; at the French Camps, a good, energetic, 
faithful man to labour on the farm ; at the Six Towns, two or three 
labouring men, to aid Mr. Jewell, in getting that establishment in 
operation. 

It is desirable that all these persons should be faithful, humble 
servants of Christ, willing to devote their whole strength to his cause. 
At present, it seems necessary, that most of them, if not all, should 
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be unmarried. They should possess the essential qualific ations ol ; 
willingness to labour and a habit of self-denial. They should ¢ calls 
vate a kind, obliging disposition, and add to it unceasing diligence, 
and unwearied perseverance. Thus will they have great enjoyment 
in their work, and be able to do much for the heathen. 


MORAVIAN MISSION.—GREENLAND. 
[From the New-York Christian Herald. | 


LETTERS received from New-Herrnhut, dated June and Au- 
yust, 1821, mention, that the health of the missionaries on that sta 
‘ion continued favourable; while the prevalence of damp we: ither. 

during the months of June and July, had occasioned dangerous colds 
among the Greenlanders, which had interrupted the activity of the 
missionaries, during the seven most auspicious weeks of the sum- 
mer season, and in the sequel greatly augmented their labours. 
The spiritual state of the Greenland congregation was more en- 
couraging and hopeful, than before ; divine wor ship was very nu- 
merously attended throughout the winter, the communicants w alked 
worthily of their profession, the young people were more attentive 
to the things belonging to their peace, and the children were in a 
better state of subordination. The indidivence of ten persons, who 
had been excluded, was a solitary cause of regret. From the date 
of the accounts of last year down to the above period, six persons 
had been received as members of the congrevzation; eight admitted 
to the Lord’s table; and five heathen, who had removed to New 
Herrnhut two years ago, were baptised. ‘The congregation consist- 
etl of 362 souls, of which number, 168 were communicants. ‘The 
winter had been uncommonly mild; the cold never exceeding 134 
degrees below 0, by Reaumur’s thermometer, and the Greenlanders 
suffered no want of provisions. On the 27th of February, they had 
a severe storm, resembling a tornado. One hundred years have 
elapsed, since the worthy Danish Missionary commenced the 
Greenland mission ; a jubilee has been appointed by the Danish 
government, to be celebrated on the 16th Sunday after Trinity. 
whereof notice has been sent to all the settlements of the Danish 
ind United Brethren’s missions. 


CHARACTER OF POMARE. 


MR. NO'TT, one of the Missionaries at Tahiti, in a letter to a 
relation, (Mr. Turner), in London, referring to the death of king 
Pomare, says, “ He was a prince who never had an equal in these 
islands; the fmend of all toreigners, aud the protector of the Mis 
sonaries. In knowledge of every kind he was among his country 
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men unrivalled. Had he enjoyed the advantages of education, he 
would have attained to as high a degree of eminence as some of the 
greatest men have reached; and, with respect to myself, | have in 
his death sustained an irreparable loss, as - was so valuable an as- 
sistant in the work of translation.” 


NEW ZEALAND. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr, Kendall to the Rey. Dr. Waugh, Noy. 25, 1821. 


THE longer IT am among the New Zealanders the more I am 
convinced that they sprung originally either from Assyria or Egypt. 
The god Pawn is universally acknowledged. The overflowings of 
the river Nile, and the fertility of the country in consequence are 
evidently alluded to in their traditions ; and I also think the Argo- 
nautic expidition, Pan’s crook, Pan’s pipes, and Pan’s office in 
making the earth fertile, are mentioned in their themes.“ In that 
day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a 
blessing in the midst of the land: when the Lord of Hosts shall 
bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of 
my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.” Query. Are not the 
Malays and the whole of the South Sea Islanders, Egyptians? Is 
not O hina, or Hina, the ancient queen of heaven ? 


— + = 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A PRESS AT MALTA. 


LETTERS have recently come to hand from Mr. Fisk and Mr. 
Temple, dated at Malta, in July. They bring the pleasing intelli- 
gence, that the Governor had given permission to put the mission 
press in operation, and to print tracts, &c. in different languages, fou 
distribution. Several tracts in Italian and Modern Greek were alrea 
dy prepared ; and the missionaries were only waiting for types, which 
wa § been ordered from France. Mr. Fisk urges a rinelinent 
of that mission. He probably left Malta in September, on an explor- 
ing tour. The pious friends of that mission, in Malta, think they 
discover a peculiar interposition of Providence in its behalf. Fields 
ef immediate usefulness are opened, much beyond their expectation. 


—s +o 
AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


THE annual meeting of the Board was held in this city, on the 
12th and 13th of September. The receipts into the Treasury, 
during the year ending Aug. 31, 1822, amounted to about $61,000, 
of which, more than $59,000 were donations. The expenditures ot 
the Board surpassed $60,000. 
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Mr. Evarrs having been re-appointed Corresponding Secretary, 
Hexry Hirt, Esq. of New-York, formerly Vice Consul of the 
United States at Valparaiso, was appointed ‘Treasurer, and will im- 
mediately enter upon the duties of his office, at the Missionary 
Rooms, Boston. 


A GOOD DESIGN. 


A friend in middling circumstances, who feels deeply interested 
in the prosperity of missions, was lately suggesting, that if other 
contributors were to adopt the plan he has for several years acted 
upon, the amount of aggregate subscriptions would be greatly in- 
creased. He has formed his family into an Auxiliary Society, and 
the small contribution of each member is regularly laid aside every 
week. By this simple method, without any sensible effort, a sum 
is raised, at the year’s end, considerably exceeding what the indi- 
vidual himself would feel it right to give, if he were to pay his 
annual subsciption at once, in the usual way. ‘Thus, to use the 
language of our eloquent friend, Mr. Bunting, at our late annual 
meeting, may christians “ provide in their respective families and 
connections, a share of those funds which are the sinews of this 

reat and finally successful warfare.” 

May the time soon come, when there shall be no church without 
the appendage of an active auxiliary to missions, and when the 
spread of the gospel shall be considered, by all christians, as neces- 
sary a part of ministerial and private obligation, as the promotion of 
individual piety and social religion !’—Bap. duag. 
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QUESTION. 

An answer is requested to the following question :—Were all 
mankind to become truly and deeply pious, what effect would it 
have upon them, with respect to the present gratifications, occupa- 
tions, and pursuits of the world F 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 
Thoughts on the Anglican and American-Anglo Churches. By 
RY " Joun Bristep, Counsellor at Law, author of “ The Resources of 
|) pa the British Empire,” and of “ The Resources of the United States 














f of America.””> New-York. J. P. Haven. 
| ti Prometheus, Part I. with other Poems, by James G. Percivat, 
. y M.D. New-Haven. A. H. Maltby & Co. 
| } Epitome Historize Greecee, cum Appendice de Diis et Heroibus 
\) i Poeticis, Accedit Dictionartum Latino-Anglicum. New-Haven. 
| | ‘ A. H. Maltby & Co. 
$ ine i 
3 iii Te Correspondents.—Religious Communications, No. 3, Senex Nos. 2 and 
ai fe 3, C. and “To be continued—to be concluded”—P. on consistency of 
f | { character, and Amicus, are on hand and will receive immediate attention. 
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